
From an Advocacy Network parent: With JARC’s 
advocacy services, I feel better equipped to deal with 
anything that comes up in my son’s IEP and other 
meetings with the school ... I wouldn’t feel comfortable 
attending these sometimes difficult meetings without 
a JARC advocate ... Now I know I have a support 
system and a set of tools and services, and our family 
has never felt safer or happier. Every family, I think, should have the 
opportunity to feel capable of providing a bright future for their child, 
regardless of disability.”

JARC Launches Advocacy Network  
of Michigan

Having a family member with a disability creates many 
challenges. Not knowing where to begin or with whom to 
speak, families often give up before acquiring the necessary 
supports for everyday needs. From respite care to social 
opportunities and educational services, understanding 
the law and navigating the system can be confusing and 
frustrating.

Throughout JARC’s 46 years of service to the community, we 
have provided advocacy support to hundreds of families by 
educating and helping them get the services they are entitled 

to receive.  Our advocacy experts offer a balance of knowledge and compassion, 
both of which are critical for families managing this process.

CHAYA LEAH TINMAN 

A publication of JARC, a 501(c)3, non-sectarian organization serving people with developmental disabilities and their families. 

For more information about the Advocacy Network of Michigan, please contact Chaya Leah 
Tinman at (248) 488-7529, or by email at cltinman@jarc.org. 

With increasing demand for advocacy support, we are excited to announce the 
formation of a new division of JARC dedicated to providing affordable advocacy 
services.  This new division, Advocacy Network of Michigan, will be led by our 
own Chaya Leah Tinman, in association with a vast network of doctors, education 
administrators, government leaders and insurance companies.  

Chaya Leah is a passionate and experienced advocate for the rights of individuals 
with disabilities, including her own son.  She has led JARC’s advocacy efforts since 
2000 and is anxious to offer support to a broader population.  She and her team will 
work closely with families to ensure that all individuals (child, adult or elderly) have 
every opportunity to participate fully in our community.

RENA FRIEDBERG AND RICK LOEWENSTEIN

Rick Announces 
Plans to Step Down
Rick Loewenstein recently 
announced plans to leave JARC 
in May after nearly 7 years as 
CEO.   “Rick has helped JARC not 
only define its mission of enriching 
lives and erasing barriers for 
people with disabilities, but, more 
importantly, fulfill that mission by 
embracing change and innovation, 
motivating staff and the Board, and 
building meaningful relationships 
with community and industry 
stakeholders,” said David Grand, 
Board President.

 “You come to JARC and your life 
changes,” Rick recently told his staff.  
“There is no doubt that my life has 
changed for the better as a result 
of working here and working with 
you.” 

“I have spent half of my 32-year 
professional career working 
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Introducing JARC’s New Social 
Network: LinkUp!

JARC recently launched LinkUp, a new social group following in 
the footsteps of the former Club Scene program.

LinkUp is a social network for teens and young adults with 
disabilities. The goals are to meet people, make friends, have 
fun and try new things in the community. Activities include 
something for everyone:  movies, sporting events, museums, 
yoga, cooking classes, community service opportunities, 
concerts, dining out, game nights and more!  A few recent 
outings included volunteering for the JFS Fall Fix Up, attending 
JARC’s performance by David Blaine and cheering on the Detroit 
Pistons.  LinkUp is also connecting individuals through social 
media with its own Facebook page (Facebook JARCLinkUp).

A new component of the LinkUp program is monthly bowling 
at Star Lanes in Royal Oak.  “LinkUp’s new young adult program 
seeks to connect the thriving community of young adults in 
Jewish Metro Detroit with JARC folks in a way that is genuine and 
fosters real friendship,” said Danielle DePriest, one of JARC’s 
Young Adult Committee members involved in the  
LinkUp program.

“We’ve had a great response from young adults in the 
community about LinkUp,” said Kendall Bear, LinkUp 
Coordinator at JARC. “Our events continue to attract more and 

more participants each month and we’re 
really excited about partnering with JVS for 
our Summer LinkUp program. There are some 
great activities planned to get participants out 
in the community to meet new people while 
enjoying our beautiful summer weather!”

For more information on LinkUp, to sign up for 
Summer LinkUp or to RSVP for a future activity, contact Kendall 
Bear at 248.488.7546 or find JARCLinkUp on Facebook.
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In the Community: LinkUp

FOR INFORMATION Kendall Bear  |  LINK UP Coordinator  |  248.488.7546

[       ]

LINK
Summer

UP

Hours: 9 am - 3 pm

 Session One June 22 - July 17 
 Session Two July 20 - August 14

Summer LINK UP is a 4-week, 
 joint program of JARC and JVS  
for young adults ages 18 – 26.

Participants will:

➜  Work 3 days a week in the community  
at a paid job

➜  Learn independent living and work skills 
(i.e. cooking, budgeting, social skills)

➜  Enjoy fun summer activities (swimming, 
going to museums, visiting art studios) 

Check us out on Facebook! 
Search JARCLinkUp

PHOTO TOP (L TO R)  MALLORY STODDARD, VOSHON MOORE, SYDNEY JONES, 
DYLAN YATES
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Volunteering at JARC is so much more!
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In the Community: Volunteering

FOR INFORMATION Melissa Garrett |  Volunteer Coordinator  |  248.488.7541

An essential part of JARC’s mission is to enhance the lives of people with disabilities and dedicated 
volunteers are critical to this effort. JARC volunteers do much more than simply giving their time and 
talents. They form relationships that can change the lives of everyone involved in remarkable ways.  
JARC has more than 1,000 volunteers contributing over 5,000 hours of volunteer service annually.

Jody Seidman and Lori Pogoda know firsthand about the joy of volunteering. 
They met 20 years ago and share many of the same passions in life. For the 
past five years, the two ladies take Stacy Duczkowski and Barbara Gould for 
an afternoon outing every Monday. The four ladies enjoy a variety of activities 
including going to the movies, museums, lunch, parks, JCC, art galleries and 
concerts.

“We don’t really see this anymore as a volunteer experience, it’s more of an 
exchange,” said Jody Seidman. “We share our lives with Stacy and Barbara 
and they share their lives with us.” 

Lori Pogoda was first introduced to JARC when her three sons (now age 
22, 25 and 28) attended Hillel Day School and had such a great experience 
going through their volunteer program with JARC.  Lori and her husband 
saw the tremendous impact the program had and wanted to make sure this 
important experience continued. Now they help fund it through the Helman-
Pogoda JARC and Hillel Day School Partnership Fund.

“We really feel like Stacy and 
Barbara are part of our family,” 
added Lori Pogoda. “Seeing 
both of them is truly one of the 
highlights of our week!”  Visit and 
get to know the men and women 
JARC serves — times and dates 
are flexible!

Meet 
Frank.  
He is 
quickly 
becoming 
one of 
the more 
popular 
visitors at 
our JARC 
homes. 

Frank is a Puggle (half pug/half 
beagle) and a certified, trained 
therapy dog.  
He’s incredibly sweet, likes meeting 
new people, enjoys a lot of attention 
and, of course, loves treats!

Dan Weiner, his owner, recently 
started bringing Frank to a few JARC 
homes and plans on visiting more 
as the weather gets nicer. “What I 
love most about JARC is that they 
really appreciate their volunteers” 
said Dan Wiener. “Plus, Frank and 
I get to hang out with awesome 
people for a couple of hours and 
we have so much fun!”

PHOTO ABOVE (BACK ROW L TO R) JODY SEIDMAN, LORI POGODA, (FRONT ROW L TO R)  STACY DUCZKOWSKI, BARBARA GOULD;  PHOTO ABOVE RIGHT: 
DENISE BENNETT WITH FRANK THE DOG 
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In the Community: Enriching Lives. Erasing Barriers.

❶ (L TO R)  LINDSEY FELDMAN, RICK LOEWENSTEIN, JASON HOJNACKI; ❷ STANDING (L TO R) SARA REISIG, MAGICIAN; SEATED (L TO R) LAUREN RICHMOND, MIA WEISS 
AND THERESA LEE AT THE FALL FUNDRAISER YOUNG ADULT PRE-GLOW; ❸ MIA WEISS AND JONAH HOFFMAN AT THE ILS HANUKKAH PARTY;  ❹ FALL FUNDRAISER 
CHAIR SCOTT WERNER WITH FAMILY, CAROLYN, SPENCER AND NOLAN WERNER; ❺ SARA UNGAR AND SHOSHANA AND DANIEL KOHN AT THE 
FALL FUNDRAISER YOUNG ADULT PRE-GLOW

❷

❸ ❺

❹

❶
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❻ AMY WILSON AND DONNA GLENN CELEBRATING PURIM IN STYLE!; ❼ ROB PAYNE, GIL GOLDEN AND JASON HOJNACKI AT THE DETROIT PISTONS GAME; 
❽ USY MEMBER MOLLY GOLDMAN AND ESTHER NENNER AT BINGO; ❾ SHERRI BRADLEY AND IZZY BRADLEY AT BINGO; ❿ STACEY SALZBERG AND CATHY PACHECO 
HAVING A GREAT TIME BOWLING WITH TEMPLE KOL AMI 7TH GRADERS JULIA SPILKIN, LAINEY MORTON, AND BRIDGET SPILKIN; ⓫ RICHARD GRAFF 
ENJOYING A GOOD LAUGH AT JARC’S ANNUAL HEART TO HEART; ⓬ ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO ASSEMBLED OVER 500 GOODY BAGS FOR OUR 20TH ANNUAL 
HEART TO HEART EVENT!

❻

❾❽

❿

❼

⓫

⓬
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In the Community: Making Community Connections
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Making Community Connections (MCC) is a JARC initiative to support people 
with disabilities to be OF the community, not just IN the community.
Recreation Manager Kristi Davis explains, “this means they are not merely bystanders but appreciated, acknowledged and accepted 
by other community members.” Since the program’s inception in 2005, MCC has facilitated over 60 connections between people with 
and without disabilities.  These connections are occurring in a variety of community settings, activities and clubs.  

Anna Morks is one of JARC’s Community Guides who offers support based on the individual needs of program participants. She 
helps interested individuals find a special-interest club to join or activity they may enjoy in the community, regardless of their degree 
of disability.

Anna serves as the Community Guide for Jonathan Sherman, a participant in JARC’s MCC program. Every other Thursday afternoon, 
he visits Henry Ford Community College’s non-commercial, student-staffed, faculty-guided radio station. The “Motor Live Drive @ 5” 
radio show brings in a new band weekly to play live in studio from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.   Jonathan has a special love and knowledge of 
music which makes this MCC activity a perfect fit for him.

Jonathan is a regular at the station and gets to sit in the studio, listen to the live band and talk with the guest musicians and the 
show’s hosts. “As a community access radio station, our role is to give people an opportunity to take part in what we do every day 
and see how things are done behind the scenes,” said Mark Hall, Executive Producer and co-host of the show. “We enjoy having 
Jonathan visit with us and the local bands we feature each week also like meeting and talking with Jonathan.”

PHOTO TOP (L TO R)  MARK HALL, RADIO SHOW EXECUTIVE PRODUCER AND CO-HOST WITH JONATHAN SHERMAN

 (L TO R)  IVAN ROSSMAN WITH FELLOW WOODCARVING CLUB MEMBER

Ivan Rossman visits the Livonia Senior Center every other Tuesday night to participate in their 
wood carving club. He has a passion for making, sanding and painting sculptures out of wood. 
Whenever Anna Morks, his JARC Community Guide, picks him up for his club meeting, he is sitting 
at his carving table working on a project. “It really makes Ivan happy to make gifts for people,” 
said Morks. “The entire Woodcarvers Club is very welcoming…recently one of the members paid 
for Ivan’s dues after Ivan missed a few sessions just because they enjoy having him be part of the 
group. It was such a nice gesture that Ivan really appreciated!”

Rick steps down  — continued from page 1

with for-profit companies and the other half leading non-profit organizations,” Rick said. “Given my unique experience, I 
am preparing to blend both in a new entrepreneurial venture.” 

Rena Friedberg has been named interim CEO. She is a native Texan and has worked for JARC for 32 years, the last 6 
years as its Chief Development Officer. “Rena has deep relationships with the people we serve and with the people who 
support our organization,” said Grand.  “Her strong portfolio of leading major fundraising campaigns and history with the 
organization make her the best person to lead JARC at this time, and we look forward to working with her.”

Join us on Thursday, April 23 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Adat Shalom Synagogue for a dance party 
to celebrate Rick’s tenure at JARC!  All are welcome.  RSVP to JARC at 248-538-6611.
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SpringElation 2015 Art Contest Entry Form

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
NAME        SCHOOL              GRADE

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
PARENT/GUARDIAN      ADDRESS

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
HOME PHONE         CELL PHONE       EMAIL

I understand and agree that the artwork submitted will become JARC’s property and may be displayed during SpringElation 2015 
at the Detroit Zoo on May 20, 2015 or used by JARC for other purposes in the future.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
PRINT NAME AND RELATIONSHIP TO ARTIST    SIGNATURE

QUESTIONS: Call Hallie Eisenberg at 248.488.7535 or email hallieeisenberg@jarc.org

JARC NEEDS  
YOUR CREATIVITY!

Where 
in the World 

Would You Go??

PRE-SCHOOL THROUGH 
EIGHTH GRADE!

C A L L I N G  A L L  A R T I S T S !

JARC is a non-profi t, non-sectarian organization working to enrich the lives of people with disabilities. JARC’s Merle and Shirley Harris Children and Family Division provides services 
for children with disabilities, including in-home respite care, advocacy programs and social opportunities for teens. Proceeds from the SpringElation fundraiser will benefi t hundreds of 

children and their families in the Detroit area. For more information and tickets, go to www.jarc.org/2015springelation

• On an 8-1/2” X 11” piece of paper, give your artistic interpretation of 

WHERE YOU WOULD GO… IF YOU COULD GO ANYWHERE??

• Use any colorful medium:
Markers, crayons, pencils, watercolors,  

paper collage – whatever you want. 
However, no glitter or confetti please!

• All artwork must be your original work.

• Artwork will be judged in four categories: 
1) Pre-Kindergarten    2) Grades K-2 

3) Grades 3-5    4) Grades 6-8

• Each entry must be accompanies by the entry 
form below. Attach the form to the artwork. 

Do not write your name on your art.

PRIZES: 
The Grand Prize winner will receive a 

$100 gift card. One honorable mention 
winner from each age category will 

receive a $25 gift card.

Winners will be announced at 
SpringElation at the Detroit Zoo on 

Wednesday, May 20.

DEADLINE: All entries must 
be in the JARC office by 

5 p.m., Friday May 8, 2015

Mail entries to JARC at: 
30301 Northwestern Hwy. #100

Farmington Hills, MI 48334



To volunteer at one of these events, contact Melissa Garrett, JARC Volunteer Coordinator at 248.488.7541 or melissagarrett@jarc.org.

MAYAPRIL JUNE SEPTEMBER
2023 07 06

16th Annual 
SpringElation at  
the Detroit Zoo

6-9pm

Dance Party for Rick!  
All are Welcome!

7-8:30 PM  
Adat Shalom

Flower-A-Thon!
Dig in at  

JARC homes!

2015 Labor Day 
Weekend Volunteer 

Opportunity!
Great Perks!
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JARC’s mission is to enrich the lives of people with disabilities through 
gentle and loving support, valued relationships, and engagement with 
the community, in accordance with Jewish values.

30301 Northwestern Highway    Suite 100    Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248.538.6611    www.jarc.org
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SAVE THE DATE

STATION:
The Detroit Zoo
DEPARTURE:
May 20, 2015
TRAVEL TIME:
6:00-9:00 P.M.

Round-Trip Excitement for
the entire family at the

DETROIT ZOO

First Class Ticket
to private JARC evening 

MAY 20, 2015
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GET TO KNOW THE MEN AND WOMEN JARC SERVES! 
JARC has volunteer opportunities for all ages, including teens, 
high school students, individuals and families, as well as for 
corporate and community groups. 


